Top Interview Questions
General

1. Tell us about yourself. (This is the most common opening question)

2. What is your educational preparation?

3. Describe your experiences working with children.

4. Why did you decide to become a teacher?

5. Why do you want to leave your present position?

6. Why should we hire you?

7. What special skills or talents can you bring to this school?

8. What is your philosophy of education?

9. Name a book, concept, experience, teacher, or person who has influenced your professional development. How?

10. If you were the successful candidate, how would you prepare for your new job?

11. What do you like best about teaching? What do you like least?

12. What three adjectives would your (students/cooperating teacher/colleagues/supervisors) use to describe you?

13. What three adjectives would you use to describe yourself?

14. What have you learned from (student) teaching?

15. What are your career goals five years from now? Ten years from now?

16. What professional development goals do you have for your own improvement?

17. How have you improved your professional skills recently?

18. What professional associations do you belong to?

19. What professional journals do you subscribe to?

20. What are your strengths as a teacher?

21. What extracurricular activities would you like to be involved in?

22. Teaching requires time management and organization skills.  How do you address these challenges?

23. How do you cope with stress?

24. What hobbies, recreational activities, and/or interests do you enjoy?

25. What book greatly influenced your personal development?

26. What is the last book you read about teaching?  Discuss the book.

27. How will you develop a productive relationship with your  supervisor?

28. What questions have I not asked you that you wish I had raised?

29. What questions do you have for us? (This is the most common final question.)
Student-Centered

30. What academic, affective, and social goals would you have for students at this age level?

31. How is a fourth-grade student different from a fifth-grade student? (Pick any two adjacent grades.) Alternately: How is a middle school student different from a high school or elementary school student? (Mix and match any combination, as appropriate for the position.)

32. Describe your goals for the first few days of school and how you would achieve them.

33. How would you maintain student discipline?

34. How would you address affective education goals in your classroom?

35. How would you involve students in the development of classroom rules?

36. What measures would take if a child failed a test?

37. How would you accommodate the learning and emotional needs of students with disabilities?  LEP (Limited English Proficiency) learners? Gifted and talented students?

38. A student tells you confidentially that she is using drugs.  What would you do with the information?  (You can substitute any other situation in which you are told something in confidence—e.g., divorce, pregnancy, child abuse, or neglect.)

39. How do you develop rapport with students?

40. How would you handle a student who is a consistent behavior problem in your class?

41. What have you found to be the toughest aspect of discipline?

42. A child has been talking incessantly in your class.  What would you do?  How would you follow up if your first measure proved ineffective?

43. You tell a student to do something and she refuses.  She is determined not to follow your instructions.  What would you do?

44. A child repeatedly fails to complete homework assignments. How would you respond?

45. Describe you background working with computers and other forms of instructional technology.
46. What opportunities would you take to provide students with extra help?

47. What is the role of a teacher in the classroom? Outside the classroom?

48. What characteristics make a master teacher?

Curriculum, Instruction, and Assessment

49. Describe the physical appearance of your classroom.

50. If I walked into your classroom on a typical day, what would I see taking place?

51. How would you describe you teaching style?

52. Describe your approach to teaching this subject or grade level?

53. Why is your field important for a student to study?

54. what are the most important concepts and/or skills that students should master in this subject?

55. What are some of the best practices for teaching (in this field, at this grade level)?

56. What are standards? How do you align your curriculum and units of study with standards?
57. What are the key standards for this subject area?

58. How do you communicate to students your expectations for an assignment?

59. How do you teach study and organizational skills to your students?

60. Describe how you would modify a lesson to meet the needs of a (student with disabilities, LEP student, gifted and talented student).

61. What techniques do you use to check for understanding during a lesson? What techniques do you use with students who don’t “get it” the first time?

62. Describe the format you would use to develop a lesson.

63. Describe a successful lesson you have taught.  What were the objectives and the format of the lesson, and how did you assess whether the objectives were achieved?

64. How would you differentiate instruction to meet the needs of all students?

65. What principles do you use to motivate students to learn?

66. Describe curriculum trends in your field of study.  Which is most interesting or exciting to you?

67. How would you plan differently for a homogeneous or heterogeneous classroom?

68. Think of a lesson what was less that successful.  Describe what you learned from it?

69. How would you address the needs of students in your classroom who come from diverse cultural backgrounds?

70. How would you take into account the local economy (e.g., a fishing village or a large local employer) in the lessons you plan?

71. What is your grading philosophy?  How do you decide what grade to assign to a student?

72. How would you assess student work?

73. How do you design a unit of instruction?

74. How would you use alternative assessment methods such as portfolios and rubrics?
75. How do you use standardized test results?

76. Describe independent projects that you might assign.
77. Choose a topic and tell us how you would teach it and assess student learning.

78. What is your philosophy regarding homework?  Describe some types of homework assignments that you would require from your students.

79. What is constructivism?  How would you use this approach in your classroom?

80. How would you use cooperative learning techniques in your classroom?

81. In a cooperative learning lesson, how would you ensure that every group member actively participates?

82. Describe how you would develop interdisciplinary connections in the lessons you present to students.

83. How would you use computers as a tool for teaching and learning?

84. How would you use the Internet in your classroom?

85. How would you incorporate (career education, character education, problem-based learning, service learning) into the curriculum?

86. How would you teach reading or writing across the curriculum (an elementary school question)? How would you teach reading or writing in your content area (a secondary school question)?

87. What units would you include in teaching ____________ (name of course)?

88. How would you deal with controversial subjects in the classroom?

89. What curriculum materials have you developed?

90. When you try something new in the classroom, how do you know if it works?

91. Would you group students in the classroom? If so, on what basis?

92. Explain how you would stimulate higher-level thinking among your students?

93. How would you incorporate Gardner’s theories of multiple intelligences?
94. What criteria would you use to evaluate textbooks for possible adoption?

95. How would you use the resources of the school library?

Parents and Community

96. How would you involve parents in the learning process?

97. How do you communicate pupil progress to parents?

98. A parent calls to question a student’s grade, performance in class, or homework assignment.  How would you address the parent’s concerns?
99. Role-play a call to a parent to seek a solution to a classroom problem.

100. Describe how you would prepare for a parent-teacher conference.

101. How would you involve parents in homework assignments? How would you try to ensure that they are not overly involved in their child’s homework assignments?

102. How will you learn about our community?

103. How would you use community resources to facilitate learning?
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