
 

 
 

Web Development & Design Industry Overview 
 

It’s great that you are taking the initiative to learn more about your career and future employment!  The 

information in this overview has been collected and organized to help you get your job search started in 

the right direction. 

 

Please remember that this is only a starting point, there are many more resources that you can discover –

 all you need to do is be patient and be willing to search. 

 

Freelance vs. Salary-based Work 
 

When getting into the Web Development & Design industry, there are some decisions that an individual 

has to make.  This includes the choice between being a freelancer and a salary-worker.  These are some 

articles that can help you learn about what is involved with these two types of career types. 

 

Should I Become a Freelance Web Designer? 

To Freelance or Not To Freelance 

12 Reasons You Shouldn’t Freelance 

 

Where to Find Career Opportunities 

 

A web presence is crucial for businesses of all sizes and there are always places where work needs to be 

done.  You can start your search at any of the usual job-search websites, like SimplyHired, Indeed, or 

Monster.  There are also many valuable job boards specifically for web based jobs that often hold 

positions at high-end companies and organizations – check some of them out below. 

 

37Signals 

Smashing Jobs 

Authentic Jobs 

ReadWriteWeb 

CrunchBoard 

Center Networks 

 

These job boards usually have opportunities available for both Freelance developers and those who are 

looking for a more permanent position.  There are so many of these job boards out there, a simple Google 

search will get you a long way. 

 

Factors to Consider when Applying for a Job 
 

In the most general of terms, you should be happy – perhaps even excited – about the positions you are 

applying for.  There are many factors that will determine your level of compatibility with any specific job, 

Career Builder has an in-depth, generalized guide here.  However, the listing below should help you to 

start thinking in the right direction.  
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 Skills - Do you meet the requirements listed for experience with specific technologies, 

programming languages and etc – and, more importantly, are you comfortable in these areas? 

 Duties - Different people have their own definition for a “web developer.”  Be sure the duties 

involved with the position fall within your skill set. 

 The Company - Is this a business you would want to be associated with? Is the business healthy 

and growing? 

 Location - If you are applying for a job across the country, you should actually be willing to 

make the move. 

 Compensation - Is the amount they are offering reasonable and fair? Do they offer benefits and 

other incentives for employees? 
 

Keep Your Skills Sharp and Relevant 
 

As a Web Developer, it is key to keep yourself as marketable and useful as possible.  Like any other 

technology-based field, Web Development is a constantly changing landscape with a growing spectrum of 

technologies to master.  The best thing you can do is choose an area of the field that interests you most 

and learn relevant technologies that will enrich your value to employers.  This article, while it may be a bit 

dated, can be helpful to understanding the radically different parts of the spectrum. 

 

There are resources dedicated solely to teaching developers new, cutting edge skills.  Here are a few that 

might be of interest.  If you are looking for more, there are countless blogs on the web that are a Google 

search away. 

 

Wired WebMonkey 

WebReference 

Web-Developer’s Handbook 

Dev Shed 

W3Schools 

Smashing Magazine 

Vermont Job Search 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

JobSpot: Champlain College’s in-house search engine. Updated 

daily, most of the jobs posted are from employers specifically 

seeking candidates from the Champlain College community. 

Vermont Job Link:  https://www.vermontjoblink.com/ada/ Find the 

largest array of job opportunities across the state of VT. 

Jobs in Vermont:  http://www.jobsinvt.com/ A website dedicated 

to connecting Vermont job seekers and employers.  

Seven Days: http://classifieds.sevendaysvt.com/home.htm A local 

newspaper with a great online job board. 

Craigslist: http://burlington.craigslist.org/ Is a great site to find 

part time and freelance opportunities.  

Burlington Free Press: http://www.freepressclassified.com/ Is a 
comprehensive, balanced local newspaper.  

http://www.champlain.edu/
http://www.bitsandbuzz.com/article/web-developer-spectrum/
http://www.webmonkey.com/tutorials/
http://www.webreference.com/
http://www.alvit.de/handbook/
http://www.devshed.com/
http://www.w3schools.com/
http://www.smashingmagazine.com/
https://www.vermontjoblink.com/ada/
http://www.jobsinvt.com/
http://classifieds.sevendaysvt.com/home.htm
http://burlington.craigslist.org/
http://www.freepressclassified.com/
https://www.vermontjoblink.com/ada/
http://www.jobsinvt.com/
http://classifieds.sevendaysvt.com/home.htm
http://burlington.craigslist.org/
http://www.freepressclassified.com/

