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FIRST-GENERATION STUDENT PROFILE 
 

1. Most begin at two year institutions and later move to four-year institutions 

2. More likely to be members of an ethnic minority group, to come from a lower 

socioeconomic background, to speak a language other than English at home, and to score 

lower on the SAT than other students. 

3. May choose to attend college in order to gain the respect/status, bringing honor to their 

family financially after graduating college. 

4. May fear failing 

5. Generally feel less prepared for college and may have to put more time into studying than 

the typical college student. 

6. May be older than traditional college students 

7. Often have more difficulty integrating into campus activities and making friends. 

8. Less likely to receive support from family while attending college 

 

GENERAL CHARACTERISTICS OF EFFECTIVE CAMPUS SUPPORT PROGRAMS 
 

1. Provide personalized attention to each student 

2. Programs specifically address the outlined needs. 

3. Include direct help from Financial Aid and Admission offices 

4. Facilitate peer-support 

5. Can help students to handle the social-emotional issues related to attending college. 
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